Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.023; wR factor = 0.056; data-to-parameter ratio = 23.2.
In the title salt, [(C 2 H 5 ) 4 N][RuCl 3 (C 10 H 14 )], the Ru II atom shows an octahedral coordination in which the aromatic ring of the p-cymene molecule occupies three coordination positions. 
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Experimental
Crystal data (C 8 H 20 N) [RuCl 3 (C 10 
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1998 ); cell refinement: SAINTPlus (Bruker, 1998) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. (Le Bozec et al. 1989) . For example, the commercial [(p-cymene)RuCl 2 ] 2 was found to display an exceptionally high activity for atom transfer radical addition reactions under mild conditions (Quebatte et al. 2005 (Vock & Dyson, 2007; Arslan et al. 2009a Arslan et al. , 2009b .
The distance between the centroid of the p-cymene ring and ruthenium is 1.648 (2) Å, which is longer than that reported in other ruthenium compounds with three-chloride ligands (Liu et al., 2004; Solari et al., 2007) . The [Et 4 N] + cation in the title compound has its expected structure as well as normal distances and angles, which will not be discussed further (Allen et al., 1987 
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model (including free rotation about the ethanol C-C bond), with C-H = 0.95-0.99 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2 (1.5 for methyl groups) times U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The structure of the title compound, showing the atom-numbering scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 50% probability level. 
